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Introducti on

Le livre a été écrit en 1907. L’ auteur est un journaliste américain qui a décidé de
se rendre compte, sur place, de laréalité congolaise. La campagne de dénigrement
menée par Morel aux USA, I’avait chogué. Il a passé 13 mois au Congo pour mener
son enquéte ; les résultats sont, dans |'ensemble, trés positifs pour le régime de
Léopold Il et il remet en perspective de facon trés claire les enjeux de cette
campagne.

Son point de vue est bien présenté et basé sur des faits et une analy se comparée
des colonisation anglaises, francaises et allemandes.

C'est un livre alire. 1l se trouve dans la bibli otheque du Musée africain de Namur
et certainement a Tervueren.

Les quelques pages scannées couvrent les sujets suivants :

Les marchés

La cruauté indigéne

La rési stance ala doul eur

La chicotte

L’enchainement de prisonniers

Les prises d’ otages

Les mutil ations et les mains coupées

La récol te du caout chouc et les exactions

La problématique de la taxation en nature ( chikwangue)

L’ estimati on de la popul ation du Congo

La dépopulation et ses causes

Jaurais pu en scanner d autres, en fait tout le livre mérite de I’ é&tre, mais je pense
gue ces quelques pages suffiront a démontrer que la réalité congolaise, observée
avec impartialité et comparée avec celle des colonies voisines, a été I'objet de
critiques injustifiées de la part d'individus sans scrupules, malhonnétes et a la
solde d'intéréts anglais principalement.
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...I... The market was among the most important institutions of the Congo
native. It retains importance to the present day. In the Lower Congo a week
consisted of four days, and market was held at each market-place once a week.
The markets were named from the day of the week on which they were held.
Thus, a Nsona market was a market held on the day of that name.

To these markets people came in numbers from all thecountry round, and it was no
uncommon thing to see thousands thus gathered. There were special places for
certain products. Thus, women who brought pottery for sale occupied a set
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place; those who brought bananas would be grouped together in their section; sellers
of camwood, sweet potatoes, kwanga (native cassava bread), palm wine, oil, salt,
fowls, pigs, goats — all occupied places well known to the frequenters of the
market. In the olden times, of course, there was a section devoted to the sale of slaves.

Such a market presented a scene of active life and movement. Yet order was
preserved. No crime was consi dered more serious than the disturbance of a mar-
ket. Such an act deserved severest punishment, and those in whose hands the
maintenance of order lay never hesitated to kill the offender at once, and to make a public
display of his punishment as awarning toall.

There is no question that the Congo native is cruel, and this cruelty shows itself in
many ways. The killing of slaves was extremely common. It is true that it was never
carri ed to the extreme in Congoland that it reached in some true negro kingdoms, as
Dahomey and Benin. It was, however, customary to kill slaves on the occasion of the
death of a man of any consequence. The body of one of the slaves thus killed was
placed first in the grave to serve as a pillow for the dead man. It was a common
practice to preserve the skulls of victi ms sacri ficed on such occasions as memorials.

Not only were dlaves sacrificed to grace the funeral ceremony of chiefs, but often
one_or more were killed upon occasions of festivity and joy. King Ndombe once pre-
sented me askull. It was that of a Batua, slave who had been killed upon the occasion
of the chief's coming into power. In this case, apparently, judging by the condition
of the skull, the victim had been killed by simply knocking in his head.

Until lately all through the Congo public executions were of amore formal character
than this. At Lake Mantumba we were shown the exact mode of procedure. A sort of
stool or seat was set upon the ground and sticks were tightly driven in around it, in such a
way as to limit the motions of the victim after he was seated; in fact, to ailmost prevent
all movement. A sapling was then thrust in the ground. A sort of cage or framework
made of pliant branches was fixed about the head of the victim. The sapling was then
bent over in an arch and firmly fastened to the cage, thus holding the head firmly and
stretching the neck tense and hard. The hands were tied together, as were the feet.
When all was ready the executioner with his great knife at a single blow struck off the
head.



